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IMMIGRATION AND CRIME. 

The article on "Delinquents" by Mr. F. W. Hewes, in the 
Outlook of March 7, 1896, was in strict accordance with the 
apparent facts, as shown by the census of 1890, and was doubt- 
less intended to be correct in its conclusions ; yet so far as it 
bears upon the subject of Immigration and Crime it is mislead- 
ing at every point save one. 

Mr. Hewes says : {a) " Of each ten thousand white persons 
born in this country, a little less than nine (8.82) were 
imprisoned as criminals ; while of each ten thousand white per- 
sons born in foreign countries nearly twice as many (17.44) 
were convicts." He says: (d) "Few criminals — six (6.12) to 
each ten thousand — would be found among our white popula- 
tion if they were all born of parents both of whom were born 

here Were all our native-born population of mixed 

parentage" (i. e. one parent native and one parent foreign) "it 
would still furnish but a moderate ratio of criminals — eight 
(8.42) to each ten thousand." He says (f) (after comparing 
the foreign-born criminals, and those whose parents were foreign 
born, with the general population) : " It appears, therefore, that 
foreign immigration of the character of that before 1890 gave 
a ratio of criminals in our white population of over ten (10.42) 
in each ten thousand persons, as against six (6.12) in each ten 
thousand if there had been no immigration." 

In the present article it will be shown : (a) That as a matter 
of fact the foreign-born population furnishes only two-thirds as 
many criminals in proportion as the native born ; (&) that while 
it is true that the native-born children of foreign-born parents 
as a whole furnish more criminals proportionately than those 
whose parents are native born, yet in more than half of the 
states the showing is in favor of the children of the foreign born. 
(c) That the combined ratio of prisoners of foreign birth and 
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those born of foreign-born parents to the same classes in the 
community at large is only 84 per cent, of the ratio of native- 
born prisoners to the same class in the community at large. 

It is true that these propositions are contrary to the popular 
impressions, and contrary to the apparent showing of the census 
on a superficial view ; but they can be established to the satisfac- 
tion of any candid student. 

Mr. Hewes has followed the lead of most writers on this 
subject, and has committed the error of comparing the criminal 
population, foreign and native, with the whole of the general 
population, foreign and native. The young children of the com- 
munity furnish practically no prisoners, and nearly all of these 
children are native born, whether the parents are native born or 
not. The consequence is that Mr. Hewes has not only given 
the native population credit for its own children, who are not 
criminals, but has taken the native-born children of foreign 
parents, adding them to the native-born population and count- 
ing them against their own parents. The result can easily be 
illustrated : suppose that we were to take one hundred native- 
born adults, and one hundred foreign-born adults and should 
find that out of each hundred ten were in prison. This would 
give us a ratio of 10 per cent, in each case. Suppose now that 
we find that the one hundred foreign-born adults have two 
hundred minor children, and the one hundred native-born adults 
have two hundred minor children, but that one hundred and 
fifty of the children of the foreign-born parents were born in this 
country. We now have a population of six hundred people of 
whom twenty are in prison, giving a ratio of 3^- per cent. Of these 
six hundred, one hundred and fifty are foreign born, of whom 
ten are criminals, showing a ratio of 6.7 per cent., and four hun- 
dred and fifty are native born, of whom ten are criminals, giving 
a ratio of 2.2 per cent. By this method the foreign-born people 
would appear to have three times the ratio of the native-born 
people, when as a matter of fact they ought to have just the 
same. 

Of the prisoners of the United States 98.5 per cent, are above 
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the age of sixteen years ; 95 per cent, are above the age of eight- 
een years ; and 84 per cent, are above the age of twenty -one 
years. The native-born population of the United States in 1890 
numbered 53,390,600; the native-born prisoners, 65,977; ratio 
1235 m a million. The foreign-born population numbered 
9,231,381 ; the foreign-born prisoners 16,352; ratio 1744 in a 
million ; an apparent excess of foreigners over natives of 4 1 per 
cent. But the number of native-born males of voting age was 
12,591,852 ; native-born male prisoners 61,637; ratio 4895 in a 
million. The number of foreign-born males of voting age was 
4,348,459; foreign-born male prisoners 14,287; ratio 3285; 
showing an actual excess of natives over foreigners of 50 per 
cent. 

The comparison of the criminal population with the general 
population works injustice not only to the foreign population 
but also to the general population, especially in those states 
where there is an excess of adult males. For example : by com- 
parison of prisoners with the general population Idaho is the 
eighth state in her ratio of criminals, Oregon eleventh and Wash- 
ington fifteenth ; but by comparison of male prisoners with males 
of voting age Idaho stands twelfth, Oregon sixteenth and Wash- 
ington twenty-first. On the other hand, by comparison of prison- 
ers with the general population, Kansas stands thirteenth, Utah 
fourteenth and Pennsylvania seventeenth ; but by comparison of 
male prisoners with males of voting age Kansas stands ninth, 
Utah tenth and Pennsylvania fifteenth. 

In the present article the female population is left out of the 
account, for the reason that the census does not give the neces- 
sary information with reference to the nationality of women ; but 
as only 9 per cent, of all of the prisoners are women the result 
will not be seriously affected. 

After showing the facts with reference to the whole United 
States, the details with reference to the northern states only are 
given; the southern states being excluded for two reasons: (1) 
because they contain only 7.5 per cent, of the foreign-born pris- 
oners in the United States, and of these more than half are found 
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in the state of Texas alone ; (2) because as Mr. Hewes has pointed 
out the disproportionate number of colored prisoners would affect 
the results disproportionately. Had the southern states been 
included, the showing would have been less favorable for the 
native-born population, as is indicated by the ratios shown for the 
entire United States. 

It is, proposed, therefore, to compare the total number of 
male prisoners in the northern states with the total number of 
males of voting age in those states. To be perfectly exact the 
comparison should have been between the male inhabitants of 
voting age and the male prisoners of voting age ; but this was 
impossible for the reason that the census does not show the facts 
as to the nationality of the prisoners of voting age. A careful 
examination proved, however, that the results would be relatively 
the same in considering the whole number of prisoners or the 
prisoners of voting age, for the reason that the distribution of 
prisoners as to nationality is almost exactly the same for the total 
number as for those of voting age. 

The table on page 373 exhibits the ratios above mentioned 
for the United States, the northern states, the northern divisions 
and each of the northern states. 

It will be seen from the table on page 373 that the men of for- 
eign birth furnish fewer prisoners proportionately than those of 
native birth in each division of the northern states, as follows 
(see columns 2 and 3 of the table) : 

NUMBER OF MALE PRISONERS IN EACH MILLION MALES OF 

VOTING AGE. 

Foreign Born Native Born 

Northern States 3240 4445 

North Central Division - . . 1915 3550 

North Atlantic Division 4615 5205 

Western Division 4360 6410 

By reference to the table it will be seen that the showing is 
in favor of the foreign born in every northern state and territory 
except Maine, New Hampshire, Arizona, and New Mexico. 
While the showing is more favorable to the native born in the 
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NUMBER OF MALE PRISONERS TO EACH MILLION MALES OF 
VOTING AGE IN THE NORTHERN UNITED STATES. 



The United States 

Northern States 

North Atlantic Division 

Maine 

New Hampshire . . . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

North Central Division . 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Michigan 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

North Dakota 

South Dakota 

Nebraska 

Kansas 

Western Division 

Montana 

Wyoming 

Colorado 

New Mexico 

Arizona 

Utah 

Nevada 

Idaho 

Washington 

Oregon 

California 









Native alone 


All 










Classes 


Born 


Total 


Parents 


Parents 






Nat. Born 


For. Born 


Nat, Born 


4480 


328s 


4895 


5475 


4775 


4045 


3240 


4445 


5665 


4075 


4920 


4360 


5205 


8510 


4135 


238O 


452s 


2000 


6200 


I615 


2SI5 


3345 


2285 


8475 


1730 


1880 


2130 


I8I5 


2550 


1680 


673S 


5865 


7285 


16200 


4390 


4790 


3475 


568'5 


10400 


4O6O 


4I9S 


3700 


4460 


9035 


3170 


5615 


4310 


644O 


8165 


5580 


S28S 


4600 


5655 


8i35 


486O 


4035 


376s 


4135 


5940 


3675 


304S 


1915 


3550 


3005 


3715 


264O 


1550 


294O 


2825 


2975 


3155 


1935 


3325 


2620 


3440 


3470 


2330 


4120 


4340 


4045 


3300 


2270 


4000 


3790 


4060 


2325 


1735 


2990 


2090 


3970 


2660 


1735 


3990 


3200 


4575 


1795 


995 


2300 


1570 


2530 


3810 


2180 


4145 


3495 


4265 


I680 


935 


3060 


3280 


2940 


1800 


1000 


2435 


2175 


2550 


2I3S 


1 125 


2590 


1010 


2960 


4940 


4255 


5095 


3165 


5400 


5660 


46i5 


64IO 


7645 


6050 


6440 


4300 


8335 


12050 


7400 


2740 


980 


3635 


1610 


4300 


5330 


4240 


5820 


8570 


5200 


4250 


6065 


3928 


4260 


3895 


10420 


12700 


8780 


6205 


9480 


4810 


3920 


5535 


3655 


6865 


7160 


5105 


9330 


7665 


9945 


4760 


4960 


4650 


3825 


4925 


3050 


2415 


3460 


4765 


3135 


3920 


3340 


4210 


6000 


3920 


7075 


5295 


8880 


9700 


8580 
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northern states than for the whole country, the ratio of the 
native-born criminals is still 37 per cent, larger than that of the 
foreign born. 

If we compare the foreign born with the pure native born, 
i. e., the native born of native parents, the showing is more 
favorable to the native stock. (See columns 2 and 5 of the 
table). 

NUMBER OF PRISONERS TO EACH MILLION MALES OF 

VOTING AGE. 

_ . „ Native Born 

Foreign Born , - T . 

01 Native Parents 

Northern States .... 3240 4075 

North Atlantic Division ... 4360 4135 

North Central Division - - - 1915 3715 

Western Division - - - - 4615 6050 

In the North Atlantic Division alone the ratio of foreign- 
born prisoners exceeds that of the pure native born. This 
excess is found in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania ; but in Rhode Island, New 
York, and New Jersey the showing is in favor of the foreign 
born. In the Central and Western Divisions the record is in 
favor of the foreign born in every case except Arizona and New 
Mexico. 

If we compare native born with native born the result is as 
follows : 

NUMBER OF PRISONERS TO EACH MILLION MALES OF 
VOTING AGE. 





Total 


Native Born 


Native Born 




Native 


Parents 


One or Both 




Born 


Foreign 


Parents Native 


Northern States 


4445 


5665 


4075 


North Atlantic Division 


- 5205 


8510 


4135 


North Central Division 


3550 


3005 


3715 


Western Division 


6410 


7645 


6050 



Here there is a marked diversity between the different sec- 
tions of the country. The children of native-born parents show 
about the same ratio of criminals in the North Atlantic and the 
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North Central states ; but the children of foreign parents show 
nearly three times as high a ratio in the North Atlantic states as 
in the North Central states. In every one of the North Atlantic 
states the showing is against the children of foreign-born 
parents ; but in every one of the North Central states, except 
Illinois and North Dakota, the showing is in favor of the chil- 
dren of foreign-born parents. Of the western states, five show 
against the native born and six against the foreign born. These 
facts are very remarkable and call for a discriminating study of 
the elements of the foreign population, which will be attempted 
in a later article. 

The accompanying diagrams on page 375 illustrate the differ- 
ence between the method of comparison followed by Mr. Hewes 
and that followed in the present article. An examination of the 
diagrams will reveal the fact that the ratio of foreign prisoners, 
which was 67 per cent, greater than the average by Mr. Hewes' 
method, is 20 per cent, less than the average by the method fol- 
lowed in this article ; that the ratio of native-born prisoners, which 
is 15 per cent, less than the average by the first method, is 10 per 
cent, more than the average by the second method ; while that of 
native-born children, having both parents foreign born, is 50 
per cent, more than the average by the first method and 40 per 
cent, more than the average by the second method. 

Hastings H. Hart, 

General Secretary National Conference of 
St. Paul, Minn. Charities and Correction. 



Note. — For the benefit of any student who may wish to verify the figures 
here given, the method of computing them is stated, as follows : 

By reference to the Census Compendium, Part I, page 764, the num- 
ber of males of voting age for the North Atlantic Division is seen to be 
5,055,239; column 2 shows the total number of native born to be 3,375,389; 
column 3 shows the total number of foreign born to be 1,679,850. By refer- 
ence to column 7, the number of natives having parents foreign is seen to be 
823,422 ; deducting this number from the total native born in column 2, we 
have 2,551,967 natives born of native parents. 

By reference to the census volume on Crime, Pauperism and Benevo- 
lence, Part II, page 4, column 1, the total number of male prisoners in the 



IMMIGRATION AND CRIME 2>77 

North Atlantic Division is seen be to 24,883 ; the number of whites, foreign 
born, shown by column 9, is 7307. Adding the Chinese and Japanese in 
columns 15 and 16, the total number of foreign-born prisoners is 7322; 
deducting from the aggregate in column 1, we have 17,561 native born. By 
reference to column 7, the number of natives having both parents foreign is 
seen to be 7006, leaving 10,555 native born of native parents. 

Dividing the total number of male prisoners (24,883) by the total number 
of male inhabitants of voting age (5,055,239), we obtain .4920 as the ratio to 
a million, as shown in column 1 of the table. 

The ratios for each class and for each state are obtained in the same way. 
The number of males of voting age and the number of prisoners for the 
"Northern States" is obtained by adding the "North Atlantic," "North Cen- 
tral," and "Western" Divisions. 



